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The Alliance of Nonprofit Mailers, American Business Media, AOL 
Time Warner Inc., Dow Jones & Company, Inc., Magazine Publishers of 
America, Inc., The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc., and National Newspaper 
Association (collectively “Periodicals Coalition”) hereby respond in support 
of the December 26,200l “Motion of Joint Parties to Suspend Hearings 
Pending Adoption of Procedures for Processing Proposed Stipulation and 
Agreement.” 

As well-stated by Joint Parties, the filing of a proposed settlement 
agreement, as revised by the Postal Service on December 26,2001, that 
appears to have the overwhelming support of the parties to this case 
presents sufficient grounds for the Commission to delay the immediately 
pending cross-examination in the hope and expectation that such cross- 
examination will prove to be unnecessary. It would make no sense, would 
be a terrible waste of resources and could be counter-productive to the 
development of this record for parties supporting the settlement rates for 
settlement purposes only to have thrust upon them the obligation to attack 
those same rates or classifications in cross-examination of Postal Service 
witnesses in order to protect their interests in the unlikely event that an 
insufficient number of parties agree to the stipulation. 



For these reasons and the reasons set forth in the Joint Parties’ 
motion, the Periodicals Coalition urges the Commission to grant that 
motion and allow reasonable settlement procedures to commence. 
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